« "HEALTH-2007-1.2-6: High throughput molecular diagnostics in individual
patients for genetic diseases with heterogeneous clinical presentation”.

The expected results of these projects should clearly be of interest and
potential benefitto SME(s). The relevant consortia should have at least 40% of
the requested EC contribution going to SMEs (those projects should not
necessarily be co-ordinated by the participating SMES.)

Where can | get more help orinformation?

«Contact one of the 29 partners of the SMEs Go Health Project in your
country, whose job is to provide advice to potential applicants for EU
research funding. They are each knowledgeable about the various aspects
of FP7. See the list of the partners’ contact details at
www.smesgohealth.org

«For particular Calls, first check the detailed Guide for Applicants, which is
included inthe Call documentation.

«Consultthe FP7 web site on CORDIS at www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/

This site contains a great deal of information about FP7, including the latest
information  updates, the calendar of Calls for proposals, the text of the
Calls, frequently asked questions (FAQs), and more.

«Visit the FP7 section of the European Commission’s Research website, at
www.ec.europa.eu/research/fp7/

This site contains simple, downloadable fact sheets explaining FP7 in 23
differentlanguages.

«Contact the dedicated Research Enquiry Service, which will assist those
new to participation in EU Framework Programmes, at
www.ec.europa.eu/research/enquiries

Project Coordinators:
Ines Haberl (Ines.Haberl@ffg.at)
Birgit Steininger (Birgit.Steininger@ffg.at)
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. Funding schemes

“Funding schemes” are the types of projects, known as “instruments” in FP6,
by which FP7 is implemented. They are the following:

Collaborative projects (CP)

Collaborative projects are focused research projects with clearly defined
scientific and technological objectives and specific expected results (such as
developing new knowledge or technology to improve European
competitiveness). They are carried out by consortia made up of participants
from different countries, and from industry and academia. Collaborative
projects can be specified as Large Scale Collaborative Projects (known as IPs
in FP6) or Small or Medium Scale Focused Collaborative Projects (known as
STREPs in FP6) in the Work Programmes.

Networks of Excellence (NoE)

The Networks of Excellence are designed for research institutions willing to
combine and functionally integrate a substantial part of their activities and
capacities in a given field, in order to create a European “virtual research
centre” inthis field.

This is achieved through a ‘Joint Programme of Activities” based on the
integrated and complementary use of resources from entire research units,
departments, laboratories or large teams. The implementation of this Joint
Programme of Activities will require a formal commitment from the
organisations integrating part of their resources and their activities.

Coordination and Support Actions (CSA)

CSAs do not cover the research itself but the coordination and networking of

projects, programmes and policies. This includes, for example:

« coordination and networking activities, dissemination and use of knowledge

« studies or expert groups assisting the implementation of the FP

« support fortransnational access to major research infrastructures

« actions to stimulate the participation of SMEs, civil society and their
networks

« support for cooperation with other European research schemes (e.g.
“Frontier research”).

Individual projects

Projects carried out by individual national or multinational research teams, led
by a “principal investigator”, funded by the European Research Council
(ERC).

Support for training and career development of researchers

Training and career development for researchers from across the European

Union and its research partners, through a range of support actions named
after Marie Curie.

The 7th EU Framework Programme (FP7) offers
funds for your research project.
A network of 29 parers from 27 countries
is there to assist you.

Interested? Contact your national expert now!

Visit www .smesgohealth.org
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Research for the benefit of specific groups - in particular SMEs

Research and technological development projects where the bulk of the
research is carried out by actors such as universities, research centres or
other legal entities, for the benefit of specific groups, in particular SMEs, or for
civil society organisations and their networks.

‘Work Programmes’ and ‘Calls for Proposals’

The concrete plans forimplementing the Specific Programmes are announced
by the European Commission in annual ‘Work Programmes’. These work
programmes include the schedule of ‘Calls for Proposals’, commonly known
just as ‘Calls’, to be published during the year. Each Call usually covers
specific research areas, and you may have to wait until the publication of a Call
which covers your exact area of interest.

How will l know when a Call for Proposals is issued?

All Calls are announced in the EU’s Official Journal (which is the official source
of EU documents). The annual work programmes and the full texts of the Calls
are published on the FP7 section of CORDIS, the web site dedicated to EU-
supported research www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/

CORDIS is continuously updated with the latest information on Calls for
proposals, as well as other information and services related to Community
research. CORDIS will help you find information - and plan your proposal.

Submityour proposal

You respond to a Call by submitting your proposal. Proposals may be
submitted at any time after a Call opens, until the deadline. The Guide for
Applicants (also published on CORDIS) will guide you through the process,
and point you towards other useful documents. A webbased electronic online
tool called EPSS (‘Electronic Proposal Submission Service’) is the obligatory
channel for submission of proposals.

What happens after | submit a proposal?

After the deadline for the Call, all the proposals submitted are evaluated by a
panel of independent evaluators, who are recognised specialists in the
relevant fields. The panel will check the proposals against a published set of
criteriato see if the quality of research proposed is worthy of funding.

The key criteria used for this evaluation are explained in the Guide for
Applicants.

And if my proposal is accepted?

For successful proposals, the European Commission enters into financial and
scientific/technical negotiations with your consortium on the details of the
project. Finally, a Grant Agreement between the participants and the
Commission is drawn up. This sets out the rights and obligations of the
beneficiaries and the European Community, including the EU’s financial
contribution to your research costs. For additional information on all issues
related to Calls (including step-by-step advice on how to submit a proposal,
eligibility criteria, evaluations, Intellectual Property issues, etc.), please refer
to the Guide for Applicants, available from CORDIS at
www.cordis.europa.eu/fp7/

. Involving SMEs

“An enterprise is considered to be any entity engaged in an economic activity,
irrespective of its legal form. This includes in particular, self-employed
persons and family businesses engaged in craft or other activities, and
partnerships or associations regularly engaged in an economic activity.”

An enterprise is considered to be a Small and Medium-sized Enterprise (SME)

if it:

«employs fewer than 250 persons and

<has an annual turnover not exceeding EUR 50 million and/or an annual
balance sheet total not exceeding EUR 43 million

*isautonomous

The EC website: http://ec.europa.eu/research/sme-
techweb/index_en.cfm provides comprehensive information and resources
for technology oriented companies - especially those wishing to innovate and
internationalise.

Also, anew devoleped Belgian tool for testing whether an enterprise is an SME
ornotcan be found at: http://flt.uwe.be.

SMEs play a crucial role in European competitiveness and job creation not
only because they represent the overwhelming majority of enterprises in
Europe but also because they are the source of dynamism and change in new
markets, particularly those at the leading edge of technology.

Although European SMEs are heterogeneous, they are all confronted with
increasing competition resulting from the European internal market and the
need to constantly innovate and accommodate advances in technology.
Furthermore, an increasing number of SMEs both need and want to
internationalise in search of new markets and business opportunities.

The Seventh Framework Programme for Research (FP7) gives great weight to
the participation of SMEs.

Project consortia caninclude SMEs as:
1.technology providers and research performers, service providers or

technology users;
2. partners for exploitation, dissemination or training activities.

Out of the €6 billion dedicated to the Health Theme in the Seventh Framework
Programme (2007-2013), the share going to SMEs is expected to be at least
15%, or €900 million.

A priority of the Health theme is the inclusion of ‘high-tech® SMEs in most
projects throughout the work-programme. In most.projects, 15% of the
requested budgetis foreseen for SMEs.
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