- Actas intermediary for communication between the beneficiaries
and the European Commission, with the exceptions foreseen in
the contract;

- Receive all payments made by the European Commission to the
consortium and administer the Community contribution regarding
its allocation between beneficiaries and activities in accordance
with this contract and the decisions taken by the consortium. The
coordinator shall ensure that all the appropriate payments are
made to beneficiaries without unjustified delay;

- Keep accounts making it possible to determine at any time what
portion of the European Community funds has been paid to each
beneficiary for the purposes of the project. The coordinator shall
inform the European Commission of the distribution of the funds
and the date of transfers to the beneficiaries.

@ Eachbeneficiary shall:

1. Carry out properly the activities identified in the Description of
Work of the project. To this end, the beneficiary shall designate
one or more persons who shall manage and monitor its work and
ensurethatthe tasks assigned are correctly performed;

2. Carry out the project in accordance with fundamental ethical
principles, as described or referred to in the Rules for
Participation;

3. Ensure that all information to be provided to the European
Commission is sent via the coordinator, except for those cases
foreseeninthe contract;

4. Take part in meetings concerning the supervision, monitoring
and evaluation of the project which are relevant to it;

5. Provide the European Commission and Court of Auditors directly
with information requested in the framework of controls and
audits;

6. Endeavour to promote equal opportunities between men and
women inthe implementation of the project.

@ Doyouhaveaprojectidea?

A research project proposal must be submitted by a group of
participants contributing to the project proposal and having rights
and obligations with regard to the European Community under the
terms of the research project contract.

This group of participants is known as a “consortium” and has to
ific characteristics set by the European Commission for
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FP7 in General, Consortium Building and Partner Search
@ Whatis FP7? The basics

The shortname “FP7” stands for the 7th Framework Programme for
Research and Technological Development. It will last for seven
years from 2007 until 2013. The programme has a total budget of
over€50 billion. This represents a substantial increase compared to
the previous Framework Programme, FP6 (41% at 2004 prices,
63% at current prices), reflecting the high priority of research in
Europe. Indeed, FP7 is a key tool to respond to Europe's needs in
terms of jobs and competitiveness, and to maintain leadership in
the global knowledge economy.

This money will (for the most part) be spent on grants to research
actors all over Europe and beyond, in order to co-finance research,
technological development and demonstration projects. Grants are
provided on the basis of calls for proposals and a peer review
process, which are highly competitive.

In order to complement national research programmes, activities
funded by FP7 need to have an “European added value”. One key
aspect of the European added value is the transnationality of many
actions: research projects are carried out by consortia which
include participants from different European (and other) countries;
fellowships in FP7 require mobility over national borders. Indeed,
many research challenges (e.g. fusion research, etc), are so
complex thatthey can only be addressed at European level.

However, FP7 also contains a new action for “individual teams” with
no obligation for transnational cooperation called “IDEAS”. In this
case, the “European added value” lies in raising the competition
between scientists in fundamental “frontier” research from the
nationalto the European level.

The Framework Programmes for Research have two main strategic
objectives:

«to strengthen the scientific and technological base of the European
industry and

{0 encourage its international competitiveness, while promoting
research that supports EU policies.

) Howis FP7 structured? What are the “Specific Programmes”?

The Specific Programmes constitute the four major building blocks
of FP7. In addition to four Specific Programmes, FP7 includes

Member States or Associated Countries (in other words, no two of
which are established in the same MS or AC ). However,
Coordination and Support Activities (CSA) and actions addressing
human resources and mobility may be carried out by a single legal
entity. Also, there may be projects that are carried out by just one
researcher’s teamin IDEAS Specific Programme.

@ Doyou know how to build the consortium?

In order to build a consortium it is essential to start from the
foreseen activities within the project and the related competencies
required. It is crucial to build the consortium in line with these
activities, and only to include partners in the consortium with the
competencies and experiences needed in order to develop a
successful proposal.

® o you know the characteristics of a “good consortium”?

e European Dimension. The consortium must consist of partners
from different European countries. According to the eligibility
criteria the minimum number of countries has to be three. However,
a larger number of European countries results in a stronger
European dimension of the project. It is important to note that the
geographical dimension of the consortium reflects the
geographical interest in the project development. What matters is
that the partnership is the right type and size to achieve the project
objectives.

e Diversity and Complementarity. Projects that bring together
researchers from very different parts of Europe can take advantage
of the different perspectives and the range of skills that are
potentially available. In addition, partners who are concerned with
complementary aspects of the research will make a stronger
consortium than partners who are too similar and may even find
themselves competing. Diversity up and down the supply chain will
help to ensure that the necessary enabling technologies are
available and that the results of the research are taken forward into
application.

® Multisectoriality and Multidisciplinarity. Selecting partners from
research and industry will help to bridge the gap between these
cultures and smooth the way from research to exploitation. Partners
from different research or industry sectors might further help to
broaden the project.

@ Doyou know why involving SMEs is an advantage?
The involvement of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMES) in

projects is an important factor in ensuring that research is relevant
of industry and that the research results will be

@ o you know how to find project partners?

Building international partnerships is part of taking part in EU
research programmes.

Itis possible to find a partner through:
SMEs go Health http://www.smesgohealth.org

Once you have submitted your partner search in the SMEs go Health
database, it will be accessible to and promoted by all 27 partners of
the project. Moreover, you can always search among the expertise
profiles already available in the SMEs go Health database aacording
toyour search criteria.

You can also use other search facilities such as the CORDIS Partners
Search facility (http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/partners_en.html)
tailored for FP7 to find international partners with the
complementary expertise, profile or technology that you are looking
for.

Project Coordinators:
Ines Haberl (Ines.Haberl@ffg.at)
Birgit Steininger (Birgit.Steininger@ffg.at)

s

SMEs go Health is co-funded by the European Commisgin

The 7th EU Framework Programme (FP7) offers
funds for your research project.
A network of 29 partners from 27 countries
is there to assist you.

Interested? Contact your national expert now!

Visit www .smesgohealth.org
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activities of the Joint Research Centres and the activities funded
under the Euratom programme.
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@ Cooperation

The core of FP7, representing two thirds of the overall budget, is the
Cooperation programme. It fosters collaborative research across
Europe and other partner countries through projects by
transnational consortia of industry and academia. Research will be
carried outin ten key thematic areas:

* Health

* Food, agriculture and fisheries, and biotechnology

« Information and communication technologies

 Nanosciences, nanotechnologies, materials and new production
technologies

* Energy

* Environment (including climate change)

« Transport (including aeronautics)

« Socio-economic sciences and the humanities

 Space

* Security

© 1deas

The Ideas programme will support “frontier research” solely on the
basis of scientific excellence. Research may be carried out in any
area of science or technology, including engineering, socio-
economic sciences and the humanities. In contrast to the
Cooperation programme, there is no obligation for cross-border
partnerships.

Projects are carried out by “individual teams” around a “principal
investigator”. The programme is implemented via the new
European Research Council (ERC). For more information, see
http://erc.europa.eu/.

@ People

The People programme provides support for researcher mobility
and career development, both for researchers inside the European
Union and internationally. It is implemented via a set of Marie Curie
actions, providing fellowships and other measures to help
researchers build their skills and competencies throughout their
careers:

e |nitial training of researchers - Marie Curie Networks

eIndustry-academia partnerships

» Co-funding of regional, national and international mobility
programmes

*Intra-European fellowships

*International dimension - outgoing and incoming fellowships,
International cooperation scheme, reintegration grants

*Marie Curie Awards

@ Capacities

The Capacities programme strengthens the research capacities that
Europe needs to become a thriving knowledge-based economy.

[t covers the following activities:

* Researchinfrastructures

* Research forthe benefit of SMES

* Regions of Knowledge

* Research Potential

« Science in Society

« Specific activities of international cooperation

« Supporttothe development of research policies

@ ' NuclearResearch

The programme for nuclear research and training activities will
comprise research, technological development, international
cooperation, dissemination of technical information, and
exploitation activities, as well as training. Two specific programmes
are planned:

»the first programme includes: fusion energy research (in
particular ITER), and nuclear fission and radiation protection;

«the second programme covers the activities of the Joint Research
Centre (JRC) in the field of nuclear energy, including nuclear waste
management, and environmental impact, nuclear safety, and
nuclear security. In addition to direct actions in the nuclear field,
the JRC carries out research in a number of other areas to provide
scientific and technological support to EU policy making (see
WWW.jrc.ec.europa.eu/).

@ ' Howtofind your way through

A seven year programme with over 50 billion Euros to spend,
reflecting all aspects of EU research policy, is — quite naturally - of a
certain complexity. A newcomer might indeed get lost in the
panoply of themes, activities, funding schemes, etc. But help is at
hand!

SMEs go Health project partners from 27 countries are there to help
you to give personalised support and advice to researchers and
organisations intending to participate in FP7:
hitp://www.smesgohealth.org

@ Which types of participants are there in a project consortium?

Participation in FP7 is open to a wide range of organisations and
individuals:

eresearch groups at universities or research institutes

«companies intending to innovate

»small or medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

*SME associations or groupings

*public or governmental administration (local, regional or
national)

« garly-stage researchers (postgraduate students)

e experienced researchers

« institutions running research infrastructures of trans-national
interest

e organisations and researchers from third countries

einternational organisations

«civil society organisations

The list above is only indicative, not exhaustive. Different
participation rules apply, depending on the research initiative in
question.

@ ' From which countries?

As a general principle, FP7 is open to participation from any country
in the world. The procedures for participation and funding
possibilities vary for different groups of countries.

Quite naturally, the EU Member States enjoy the broadest rights and
access to funding. The same conditions apply to Member States
and to countries associated to FP7 (countries paying a share to the
overall budget of FP7).

Another important group are the International Cooperation Partner
Countries (e.g. Russia and other Eastern European and Central
Asian states, developing countries, Mediterranean partner
countries, Western Balkans countries). Participants from these

countries are entitled to funding under the same conditions as EU
Member States.

Participation from industrialised high-income countries is also
possible on a self-financing basis, with EU funding granted only in
exceptional cases.

@ | Whatare the Roles and Activities within the Consortium?

©  Consortium: Means all the participants in the same research and
technological development (RTD) - activity undertaken by one or
more participants by means of a funding scheme of FP7.

o Participant: Means a legal entity contributing to an RTD activity
undertaken by one or more participants by means of a funding
scheme of FP7 and having rights and obligations with regard to the
Community under the terms of the Rules for the Participation or
according to the Grant Agreement.

o Beneficiary: Means a participant that signs a separate arrangement
with the European Commission with respect to its participation in
the contract.

o Coordinator: Means the beneficiary identified in the contract who,
in addition to its obligations as a beneficiary, is obliged to carry out
the specific co-ordination tasks provided for in the contract on
behalf of the Consortium.

o Subcontractor: Means a third party carrying out tasks identified in
Annex | or minor tasks not relating to the core work of the project, by
means of a subcontract with one or more of beneficiaries.

@ | The coordinator (CO) shall:

- Manage the consortium activities which include:

«coordination of the technical activities of the project

«the overall legal, contractual, ethical, financial and
administrative management

e coordination of knowledge management and other innovation-
related activities

e overseeing the promotion of gender equality in the project

e overseeing science and society issues related to the research
activities conducted within the project

«obtaining audit certificates by each of the beneficiaries

«implementation of competitive calls by the consortium for the
participation of new beneficiaries, in accordance with the
provisions of the contract

e maintenance of the consortium agreement

« obtaining any financial security such as bank guarantees when
requested by the European Commission

eany other management activities foreseen by the annexes;




